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MONDAY | 2 JULY 2018

The fall from God’s plan
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit have a purpose and plan for every person.
Their intention is for each one of us to be born of Their life, and to participate
in fellowship with Them, forever. God called this plan His Everlasting
Covenant. Gen 17:7. Rev 21:2,7.
When Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating the fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, they rejected God’s plan for mankind. The desire to
pursue a destiny that was based upon their own perspective of what was good
or evil for themselves, became part of their identity. It was now in their flesh,
affecting how they viewed themselves and others, and their expectations of
life. The apostle Paul described this fundamental desire as ‘another law’ within
a person, which brings them into captivity to sin. Rom 7:23.
Through Adam’s disobedience, sin and the other law spread to every son and
daughter of man. As a consequence, death also spread to every person. This
is because death is the wages, or outcome, of sin. Rom 6:23. God had said to
Adam that in the day he disobeyed God, he would die. Gen 2:17.
Adam and Eve did not physically die once they had eaten the fruit of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. Their death, in the first instance, was their
separation from God and His will for their life. Because of this, Adam, Eve, and
all their children, were cut off from the life of God, and were living under the
conditions of time and chance. Gen 3:22-24. Ecc 9:11. They then experienced
sufferings that were associated with their own corruption and the corruption
that was in the world. Their sufferings signalled their inevitable death. After
they physically died, they would experience the torment of corruption in the
darkness and isolation of their eternal separation from God.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: GENESIS 3
2

TUESDAY | 3 JULY 2018

A Lamb has been provided
Thankfully, the fall of mankind did not change God’s plan and purpose for us!
Provision for our birth from above as sons of God, as well as our deliverance
from captivity to sin and death, was made by God even before mankind
fell. This provision was the offering of the Lamb of God. We remember that
the day after he baptised Jesus, John the Baptist saw Christ and declared,
‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’ Joh 1:29.
Importantly, the apostle Peter said that the Lamb of God ‘was foreordained
before the foundation of the world’ for this purpose. 1Pe 1:18-20.
However, the Lamb of God was not, firstly, an offering to save us all from sin
and its consequences. The offering of the Lamb was, firstly, the means by
which God’s life would be given to the sons and daughters of men so they
could become the sons of God, according to His plan.
This was the purpose of the Lamb as a burnt offering. This purpose was
made clear when God asked Abraham to offer up Isaac as a burnt offering.
God had already promised that, through Isaac, Abraham would become the
father of a multitude of sons who were born of God. Abraham understood
that God would provide a Lamb for Himself, so this promise could be fulfilled.
Gen 22:5-8.
The Scriptures teach us that Christ priested Himself as the Lamb of God. His
priesthood was not like the Levitical priesthood of the Old Covenant, where
the priests offered animals for themselves and on behalf of the children of
Israel. Heb 7:27. Christ was our great High Priest according to the order of
Melchizedek. Heb 5:10. Through this priesthood, for which He was crowned
with glory and honour, He offered Himself as the Lamb of God. Heb 7:27.
Heb 2:7,9.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: 1 PETER 1
3

WEDNESDAY | 4 JULY 2018

The death that He died
The burnt offering was the first dimension of Christ’s offering. The burnt
offering is the offering of Yahweh – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We know
this because Yahweh called the daily burnt offerings that were made under
the Old Covenant, ‘My offering, My food for offering’. Num 28:2. This offering
symbolised the way that God lives and multiplies His life. The nature of Their
offering is that each Person lays down Their life to the death to reveal the
Other. By this means, Their life is multiplied and is able to be given to every
son of God.
Having presented Himself as a burnt offering, the iniquity, or other laws, of
every person were laid upon Him. Isa 53:6. Furthermore, Jesus was made an
offering for sin by the Father. 2Co 5:21. Isa 53:10. This means that His soul, or
the very essence of His person, was made the sin of each one of us. As the sin
offering, Jesus received the wages, or penalty, for our sin. That is, He joined
us in our death and separation from God, and tasted the suffering of death
for every individual. Heb 2:9. At this point, He died our death as the Lamb of
God who was taking away the sins of the world.
By offering, Jesus gathered up our death into His death. His death was a
journey from Gethsemane to Calvary. It involved the suffering of six wounds
as a living sacrifice, and a seventh wound which He received on the cross
after He had physically died. Through His death, Christ came back from
our death by the power of the Father, by Eternal Spirit, and by the blood
of the Everlasting Covenant. Rom 6:4. Heb 9:14. Heb 13:20. In other words,
He came back from our death by the life that was available from the burnt
offering of Yahweh. Paul described this as ‘the death that He died’. Rom 6:10.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: ROMANS 6
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THURSDAY | 5 JULY 2018

The righteousness of God
With each wound that Christ suffered for us, the other law of every person
was being cut from Him, sin and death were being destroyed, and He was
coming back from the death of our sin by the life of God. Col 2:11. Rom 6:10.
Heb 13:20. Rom 8:11. This life was in His blood, and was being given to the
world to become our life, in Him. Lev 17:11.
At the conclusion of His sixth wound, Christ knew that all things had been
accomplished. He therefore declared that His work as a living sacrifice was
finished. Joh 19:28,30. Jesus had paid the full price for the sin of the world
and had reconciled us to God. Furthermore, the other laws of every person
had been cut from Him, and He had destroyed sin and death. He had come
back from the death of sin and was now alive to God as the Firstborn from
the dead. Col 1:18.
Summarising these two dimensions of the offering of the Lamb of God, Paul
wrote, ‘For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell [as a
burnt offering], and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him [as a sin
offering], whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace
through the blood of His cross’. Col 1:19-20.
When Christ became our sin and tasted the suffering of death for every
person, the righteousness of God was revealed. This is because He loved the
Father and was obedient to the Father’s command to become a sin offering,
and because He laid down His life for His friends. Joh 14:31. Joh 15:13.
In this regard, He fulfilled the law of God by loving the Lord His God with
all His heart, soul and strength, and loving His neighbour as Himself.
Mar 12:29-31. Through the expression of this love, the will of God was
being fulfilled.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: COLOSSIANS 1
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FRIDAY | 6 JULY 2018

The pathway of our salvation
Importantly, through His offering and sufferings, Christ authored, or
pioneered, a pathway for our salvation. Heb 2:10. Heb 5:9. The seventh
wound of Christ – when His side was pierced with a spear after He had
physically died – granted access for every person to journey on this pathway
in fellowship with Christ.
As we journey in Christ, and with Christ, in the fellowship of His offering and
sufferings, we can be delivered from our other law and our slavery to sin,
and can become the righteousness of God in Christ. 2Co 5:21. Instead of
attempting to be righteous by keeping God’s law through the efforts of our
self-centred flesh, the righteousness that we are now to fulfil as a son of God
is to walk with Christ, in faith, each day.
As sons of God, each day involves doing the works of sonship that the
Father predestined for us in Christ. The apostle Paul declared, ‘For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them’. Eph 2:10. By faith, and through
grace, we find that we are able to co-operate with the Holy Spirit as He leads
us into the truth of our name and works. Joh 16:13.
With these works come various sufferings, frustrations and difficulties that
the Father has appointed for our good. Jesus said that these sufferings are
sufficient for each day. Mat 6:34. Walking in faith with Christ involves our
participation in the offering and circumcising work that Christ accomplished
for us from Gethsemane until His work was finished at Calvary. As we walk
this same journey with Him, by faith, we can be confident that everything
that we engage in, and that befalls us, is working together for our good.
Rom 8:28. That is, we are becoming the sons of God that the Father planned
us to be.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: HEBREWS 12
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MONDAY | 9 JULY 2018

How do we see Jesus?
After Jesus died on the cross, His body was buried in a tomb for three days and
three nights. He rose from the death of mortality and spent the next forty days
speaking with His disciples about the kingdom of God. Act 1:3. At the end of
this time, Jesus ascended into heaven, far above the angels. He was seated
on a throne at the right hand of the Father, who put all things under His feet.
Eph 1:20-22. Heb 2:7-8.
This was a most glorious conclusion to Christ’s offering journey. And yet,
the apostle Paul said that, at this time, we don’t actually see Jesus this way.
Instead, ‘we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that He by the grace of
God should taste death for every man’. Heb 2:9. Paul was saying that, in this
age, a person who is born of God sees and knows Jesus as the One who is
offering Himself as the Lamb of God.
If Jesus is seated in heaven at the right hand of the Father, why do we see Him
as being lower than the angels and suffering death for us as an offering for sin?
We see Christ this way because we are journeying with Him, and in Him, on the
pathway of salvation that He authored for us through His offering. Heb 2:10.
Heb 12:2. This is how He is priesting, or ministering, His one offering to
us, today.
Christ’s offering is amazing! It is forever effective to deal with the sins of
every person who has ever lived. Furthermore, by this one offering, He
has perfected, forever, those who are being sanctified. Heb 10:12-14.
Paul explained that the people who are being sanctified, and thus receiving
the benefits of Christ’s offering, are sons of God who are one with Him.
Heb 2:11. They are joined to Christ.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: HEBREWS 2
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TUESDAY | 10 JULY 2018

Joining the offering of Christ
We were first made alive to God from the death of sin when we were born
again by the seed of God’s word. Eph 2:5. 1Pe 1:23. We received God’s life
and were delivered from our captivity to sin. However, we still had another
law within us.
In His parable, Jesus likened the other law within our heart to stony ground.
He explained that unless the other law was removed from our heart, we
would not mature as fruitful sons of God. Instead, the seed of His life would
eventually die within us. Mar 4:16-17. In other words, we would lose our
sonship and remain dead in sin. Clearly, the other law needs to go! Our
problem, however, is that we are unable to remove it from our own heart.
So, how are we delivered from the other law which brings us into captivity
to sin and death? Rom 7:23. The answer, of course, is through the offering
of Christ. When Jesus was made an offering for sin, He died our death. He
gathered up our death into His death, burial and resurrection. Through His
offering and sufferings, the other laws of us all were being circumcised, or
cut off, from Him; sin and death were being destroyed; and He was coming
back from the death of our sin by the life of God that was in His blood. When
His travail had finished, at the conclusion of the sixth wound, He was the
Firstborn from the dead. Col 1:18.
The only way that we can be delivered from sin and our other law, and grow
up as a son of God, is to join His death. We, firstly, do this through baptism
into the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul said, ‘All of us who have been
baptised into Christ Jesus have been baptised into His death.’ Rom 6:3.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: GALATIANS 5
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WEDNESDAY | 11 JULY 2018

Receiving communion
While baptism joins us to the offering of Christ, our ongoing participation in
Christ’s offering is by eating the bread and drinking the cup of communion.
We remember the words of Paul, who wrote, ‘Is not the cup of blessing which
we bless a sharing [lit: a participation, fellowship] in the blood of Christ? Is
not the bread which we break a sharing [lit: a participation, fellowship] in the
body of Christ?’ 1Co 10:16. In other words, eating these elements joins us to
Christ’s offering body and to the process through which His blood is shed
and given to us to be our life.
It is helpful to note that the very first mention of Melchizedek in the Bible is
when He brought out bread and wine to Abraham. Gen 14:18-20. We see
that it is through the elements of communion that Christ priests His offering
to us today so that we can obtain the blessing of eternal life as a son of God.
Eating the bread and drinking the wine of communion refers to how we
receive and believe the word of the Lord that is spoken to each one of us
through body ministry. This word grants to us faith to believe and obey
God’s word. Rom 10:17. By this faith, we have access to the throne of grace.
Rom 5:2. Heb 4:16. The throne of grace is the place of prayer with the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, where we receive grace from God to help us to remain
connected to the offering of Christ, throughout each day.
In the fellowship of the offering of Christ, our whole life is a uniquely priested
package that is given to us so that we become the righteousness of God in
Christ. 2Co 5:21. In other words, we are fulfilling the will of God as His sons.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: 1 CORINTHIANS 10
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THURSDAY | 12 JULY 2018

Our life is priested to us
Christ’s offering is able to be effective in our lives today because His
priesthood is an eternal priesthood. We learn from the Scriptures that Jesus
is a ‘priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek’. Heb 7:17,21.
Through His priesthood, He joins us to His offering, which was made once,
and for every person. The implication is that everything we experience each
day is a participation in the events and outcomes of His offering, which
occurred almost 2000 years ago.
Our life in Christ includes the works we are to do each day as sons of God
and as members of the body of Christ. It also includes all the sufferings
and difficulties that we experience – whether big or small – during the day.
1Pe 4:19. These sufferings are aspects of the six wounds of Christ’s death that
He gives to us, according to the will of the Father, for our good.
To be spiritual is to maintain our fellowship in the offering and sufferings of
Christ. We confess that Christ has made the sufferings that we experience
in life to be part of His sufferings. What we suffer during the day, as we are
being led by the Spirit, is being given to us by the Father, as a participation in
Christ’s death. This is because we recognise that He tasted the sufferings of
death that are unique to our experience.
Irrespective of their cause, we no longer view our sufferings as ours. Why?
It is because, as we receive them as our participation in Christ’s death, our
own law is being removed from us, in Him. Col 2:11. Furthermore, we are
continuing to be born from the death of our sin. Isa 53:10. Rom 6:5-6.
In other words, we are growing up as fruitful sons of God! A Christian who
sets their mind this way is never a victim of their suffering.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: HEBREWS 7
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FRIDAY | 13 JULY 2018

Dealing with offence
It’s not too hard to think of a time when we have argued with someone
because we could not agree on a particular matter. We are all familiar with
argument and contention. They have visited us all at some point or another.
The prophet Amos asked the question, ‘Can two walk together unless they
are agreed?’ Amo 3:3. The simple answer is, ‘No, they cannot.’ It is true to say
that we need to be ‘agreed’ so we can walk together.
We note that Jesus taught His disciples that it is impossible that no offences
should come. Luk 17:1. So we should expect them from time to time. In fact,
every person who walks on the face of the earth will experience offence
in their lifetime. However, the way in which they deal with offence reveals
whether or not they are spiritually-minded. This includes the way in which
they deal with their complaint.
When two people are not ‘agreed’, they find it hard to meet in relationship
or to work together. This is because of offence, which can lead to enmity in
relationship. When we are offended, we are in danger of becoming enemies
of those with whom we do not agree. This is what the Bible calls ‘enmity’.
As we continue to contend with one another, enmity then begins to reign
in our heart toward our brethren because of the work of the ‘other law’ in
our members. Rom 7:23.
The apostle Paul testified that the other law wars against the law of our
mind, and brings us into captivity to the law of sin, which is also in our
members. This is what it means to be ‘carnally-minded’. We cry out to God
in our wretched state, ‘Who will deliver me from my own law which holds
me captive to sin and death?’ Praise be to God that we know the answer
to that question! We know that deliverance is found in the fellowship of
Christ’s offering and sufferings.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: 2 CORINTHIANS 6
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MONDAY | 16 JULY 2018

Let this mind be in you
The state of our mind, whether we are carnally-minded or spiritually-minded,
certainly affects our lives and relationships. We read in the book of Romans
that to be carnally-minded is death, but to be spiritually-minded is life and
peace. Rom 8:6-7. Those who are carnally-minded try to deal with their
offence and complaint by leaning upon their own understanding and the
way they see things. Those who are spiritually-minded don’t do this. They
rely upon the mind of Christ. They relate to everyone and everything that
they encounter in life only through Christ. This is, in fact, the true meaning
of baptism.
The apostle Paul wrote, ‘Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.’
Php 2:5. The promise of God toward us is that, when we receive and accept
the mind of Christ, we will have in us the knowledge that belongs to His
mind. Then we will know, in the midst of all circumstances, that everything
we experience is working together for our good. Rom 8:28. This is why Paul
wrote, ‘Let His mind be in you’. It was because Paul wanted us to have the
knowledge that belongs to Christ.
Paul further wrote that Christ Himself is our peace. He has broken down that
which separates us, and has put enmity to death in His flesh. He did this
so that we may be reconciled to God. Paul wrote that the carnally-minded
person is at enmity against God. They do not subject themselves to the will
of God, but neither can they, for they are weak through the flesh and have no
capacity to do so. Eph 2:15. Rom 8:7. We can say, then, that to be ‘spirituallyminded’ is to have the mind of Christ and His capacity to do the will of God.
This is what it means to be spiritual.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: PHILIPPIANS 2
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TUESDAY | 17 JULY 2018

Receiving the mind of Christ
We receive the mind of Christ as we submit to the operation of God in our
lives. We read in the book of Deuteronomy that this operation is actually
performed upon the hearts of all those who believe. Deu 30:6. The Lord
God has declared that He will perform this operation upon the hearts of His
people so that they may be spiritual children of God.
In a sense, the operation of God in our lives is like a heart operation from
the loving hand of our heavenly Father, by the Holy Spirit. This ‘operation’
cuts away all that is ‘of the flesh’ in the hearts of God’s people. As we join
the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings, our own law is being cut away, and the
Holy Spirit is pouring the love of God into our hearts so that we can love.
This means that we are able to truly love ourselves and others with the love
of God. Rom 5:5.
We note that just having a ‘change of mind’ is not the same as the mind of
Christ being perfected in our lives. We must participate in the operation of
God upon our hearts, so that the mind of Christ may be perfected in us! Only
then can we live and relate together with His mind in all things. This is seen
in our daily commitment to give ourselves to the will of the Father in heaven.
Those who are spiritual willingly give themselves to the operation of God
in their lives. They know that the cross of Christ is the ‘scalpel’ in the Father’s
hand, by which they overcome all their carnal ways. As they submit to the
work of the cross in their lives, those who are spiritual are empowered by the
Holy Spirit to apprehend Christ’s life, peace and blessing, even in the midst
of contrary and difficult circumstances. Rom 8:6-7.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: 1 CORINTHIANS 2
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WEDNESDAY | 18 JULY 2018

The law upon our hearts
As those who believe, it is true that we are zealous to do the will of God, but it
must be according to the knowledge which Christ gives us, as we receive and
accept His mind. This is ‘the righteousness of faith’. In the book of Romans,
Paul wrote about the children of Israel, saying that they had a zeal for God,
but that it was not according to knowledge. Rom 10:2.
What was it that they did not know? They did not know about the
righteousness of faith. If they had known what it was, they would not have
desired to establish their own righteousness through the keeping of the
law. They would have, instead, submitted themselves to the righteousness
of God.
In the fellowship of Christ’s offering, the Holy Spirit writes the law of the
Spirit of life on our hearts to replace the other law that is within us. The law
of the Spirit of life, which is written upon our hearts, is setting us free from
the law of sin and death. This is the life which is now available for us to live in
the New Covenant.
Quite simply, a ‘covenant’ is an ‘agreement’ made between two or more
people. In the New Covenant, the Lord said that He would put His law in
our minds and write it on our hearts. Further, He would be our God and
we would be His people. We would each know Him personally, from the
least to the greatest, and He would forgive and forget our iniquity and sin.
Jer 31:31-34. Heb 10:14-16.
Through the New Covenant, we are able to ‘meet and agree together’ with
our brethren in true fellowship, because we are finding the mind of Christ
for every situation, and His law is being written upon our hearts. In this, we
know the righteousness of faith, because we are able to do the will of God,
which is our sanctification.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: JEREMIAH 31
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THURSDAY | 19 JULY 2018

The song of Moses
The children of Israel were never able to achieve the righteousness of God
through the keeping of the Old Covenant. As Moses came to the end of his
life of one hundred and twenty years, he wrote the book of Deuteronomy,
outlining the failure of the Old Covenant. He finished the book with a song
– the song of Moses. He commanded the children of Israel to read the book
of Deuteronomy every seven years and to sing his song during the Feast of
Booths. Deut 31:10-11.
The book was to be placed in the tabernacle as another piece of furniture,
situated right next to the ark of the covenant. Deut 31:26. It was situated
there as a reminder to them, every time they went in to make atonement,
that they were unable to keep the law covenant because of the weakness of
their flesh, and their carnally-minded ways.
Like the apostle Paul, Moses exhorted the children of Israel to live by faith.
Deut 30:14. Rom 10:18. He further implored them to look forward, in hope,
for the coming of a different covenant. This is the New Covenant. In the New
Covenant, the cross of Christ is the operation of God that delivers us from the
ways of the flesh. When we reject its operation in our lives and try to establish
our own righteousness by our own law, we, in fact, become enemies of the
cross. Php 3:18. In other words, we are at enmity with God!
Every Christian believer now faces the same dilemma as did the nation
of Israel. Will they be offended by the cross of Christ at work in their lives,
and seek to establish their own righteousness instead? Or, will they submit
themselves to its operation as they join the offering and sufferings of Christ,
and thereby, know the righteousness of God, which is eternal life? This
choice belongs to every believer; and it is a choice that is continually made
every day of their life.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: DEUTERONOMY 32
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FRIDAY | 20 JULY 2018

Why do we pray?
There are literally hundreds of instances of prayer recorded throughout
the Scriptures. From these, we can learn a lot about how and when we
should pray, and even what we can pray about, but have you ever asked
or wondered, ‘Why do I need to pray?’ Of all of the prayers recorded in the
Bible, the instance that helps us to understand why we need to pray, is Jesus’
prayer in the garden of Gethsemane.
Because of the fall of mankind, sin and self-centredness have become, within
each one of us, another law that controls our life. Our self-centredness can
also be described as our own wilfulness. It is our desire to do according to
our own will, for our own purposes. In Gethsemane, the sin of our wilful selfcentredness was dealt with through the offering of prayer.
It is recorded in the book of Hebrews that ‘in the days of His [Christ’s] flesh,
when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and
tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of
His godly fear, though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things
which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the author of
eternal salvation to all who obey Him’. Heb 5:7 9.
Christ demonstrated His faith and His obedience to the will of the Father as
He prayed three times to the Father, ‘O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will’. Mat 26:39,42,44. We
know that the will of Christ and the will of the Father were the same. There
was no conflict between the Father and the Son. Jesus prayed, ‘Not My will,
but Your will be done’ for our sake, so that our disobedient ‘wilfulness’ can be
overcome in the fellowship of His prayer.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: MATTHEW 26
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MONDAY | 23 JULY 2018

Joining His prayer
Jesus called His disciples to join Him in prayer so that they could be delivered
from falling into the temptation of living by self determination. He said that
their spirits were willing to live in obedience to God’s will, but that their flesh
was weak. Mat 26:41.
As we join Christ in the fellowship of prayer, His obedience is transferred to
us, and our wilfulness is cut from our life. This operation that is cutting off
our will is signified by the sprinkling of Christ’s blood. We recall that as Christ
prayed in the garden of Gethsemane, ‘His sweat became like great drops of
blood falling down to the ground’. Luk 22:44. Joining this fellowship is the
only way that our wilfulness can be overcome and removed so we, too, can
truly say, ‘Not my will, but Yours, be done.’
As we understand all that Christ achieved and demonstrated as He prayed in
Gethsemane, we can answer the question, ‘Why do we need to pray?’ Praying
in the Spirit joins us to the fellowship of prayer of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. We need to pray so that we join this fellowship, from which our wilful
self-centredness will be cut off, and we are enabled to be the son of God we
are meant to be, according to the will of God.
In this prayer meeting with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we are equipped
for each day. As we pray in the same way as Christ did, we receive grace for
our works, as well as grace to endure the difficulties and troubles of each day.
Mat 6:34. We are able to know that everything we do,
and everything that happens to us, is working together
for
our
sanctification,
which
the
apostle
Paul
called,
‘All things working together for good’. Rom 8:28. God’s will is our sanctification,
and it is pleasing to Him when we walk in our sanctification. 1Th 4:1-3.
This is the righteousness of God being revealed. Rom 1:16-17. Rom 3:21-26.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: ROMANS 8
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TUESDAY | 24 JULY 2018

The fellowship of prayer
Through the fellowship of prayer with the Father and Holy Spirit, Christ
received the strength and power of God that comes from Their Eternal Spirit.
Luk 22:43. Heb 9:14. Heb 12:2. Through Eternal Spirit, Christ was able to
demonstrate the obedience of faith, and to offer Himself to God as a living
sacrifice. Jesus was provided with life and grace to endure the complete
process of the cross.
Jesus Christ is the Pioneer of our salvation. He has gone before us and
prayed for each one of us. Jn 17:9,15,20. When we join the fellowship of His
prayer, we receive the same strength that He did. We are each sustained as
a living sacrifice in the fellowship of Christ’s offering and sufferings. By the
enabling of the Spirit, we can join Him in the fellowship of every aspect of His
one offering.
In prayer, we are receiving the life and faith of the Son of God, which is
enabling us to put off the desire and motivation to pursue our own ways.
Gal 2:20. Furthermore, the love of God is being poured into our heart,
motivating and enabling us to love. We demonstrate love by laying down
our life for others, and by doing the works of sonship that the Father has
prepared for us. These are the works that are according to our sanctification,
and they bear the fruit of eternal life. Rom 6:22.
As we pray in the Spirit, we are ‘building ourselves up on our most holy faith’,
and we are keeping ourselves in the love of God. Jud 1:20-21. The apostle
James wrote that ‘the effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails
much’. Jas 5:16. When we join the fellowship of Christ’s prayer, then there
is a real and substantial effect in our lives and the lives of others.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: JOHN 17
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WEDNESDAY | 25 JULY 2018

How should we pray?
In the Scriptures, there are many examples of how we should and should not
pray, such as the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector. Luk 18:9-14.
However, the most important example is when Jesus taught about how we
should pray in His famous ‘Sermon on the Mount’. Mat 5-7. He preceded His
instruction of how to pray, by saying, ‘Your Father knows the things you have
need of before you ask Him.’ Upon hearing this, it would be quite natural to
therefore ask, ‘If God already knows what I need before I ask, then why do I
need to ask’; and ‘is prayer really necessary?’ Mat 6:8.
What Jesus was saying here was that prayer is not telling God what He
should do, as though we may instruct Him. 1Co 2:16. Nor is prayer begging
God to do ‘good’, as though He is reluctant and needs convincing to do so.
Praying is not a religious practice. To merely say the right words, or repeat
and recite a prayer, will not achieve anything. The effectiveness of prayer is
not found in the words that we say, but in the fellowship of prayer with the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Prayer is an essential part of joining the offering
and sufferings of Christ.
With the understanding of Christ’s prayer in the garden of Gethsemane,
we can better appreciate and understand the manner of prayer that Jesus
taught, when He said, ‘In this manner, therefore, pray…’. Mat 6:9-13. This
prayer is known world-wide as ‘the Lord’s prayer’. It is recited by many people
who think that Jesus was simply laying out a model prayer with the words
that we are to say. Simply reciting the words of this prayer will achieve
nothing. However, when we pray in the manner that Jesus intended, it is a
marvellous expression and testimony of the New Covenant being active and
effective in our lives.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: MATTHEW 6
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THURSDAY | 26 JULY 2018

The nature of iniquity
The second wounding of Jesus occurred in the court of Caiaphas, the high
priest. It was here that Jesus was beaten with fists and horribly bruised. It
is recorded by the prophet Isaiah that this bruising was for our iniquity.
Isa 53:5. ‘Iniquity’ is a word that describes the activity of living by the other
law which, at its most basic level, is lawlessness. Iniquity results from the selfdetermined action of a person who wills, and lives by their own definition of
themselves, over and against the naming of God.
Iniquity represents our supreme attempt to establish our own righteousness.
Jesus described iniquity in the strongest and most negative terms possible:
‘Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will
say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and
in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?”
And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who
practise lawlessness [iniquity]”.’ Mat 7:21-23.
This is a shocking passage. It tells us that it is possible to cast out demons,
to work miracles and to prophesy, while being a lawless and self-defined
individual. It is possible, in other words, to do all of these things, thinking
that we are doing so ‘in His name’, while actively rejecting His naming of us!
In other words, we can be religiously zealous and totally lacking in spiritual
sight. In fact, to be religiously zealous will guarantee that we have no
spiritual sight.
We cannot see spiritually while we reject the chastening of the Father and
try to establish our own righteousness. Iniquity is the result of the other law
within us, whereby we attempt to establish a personal righteousness. This
happens as a consequence of refusing to join Christ’s offering.

FOR FURTHER STUDY: JOB 5

20

FRIDAY | 27 JULY 2018

Light and darkness
If a person refuses to join the fellowship of Christ’s offering, they do not have
access to the work of His blood in their life. And, without access to His blood,
they are not joined to His life, because His life is in His blood! Lev 17:11. This then
impedes a person’s capacity to see with spiritual eyes, because the life that is
in Him is offered to us as light, to illuminate our hearts – as ‘the light of men’.
Joh 1:4.
To put this another way, a person who refuses to join the offering of Christ
is without illumination. Their heart is darkened. In Jesus’ words, their eye is
not ‘single’ – which is to say that they are not sanctified to God’s name for
them. They have chosen to name themselves. As a result, they cannot know
themselves or understand the ways of God. They walk in darkness. Worse
than that, what they perceive as light and wisdom within themselves is
actually darkness. Mat 6:23. They are living in a state of delusion. They need
to look into the face of Christ.
We see the power of this delusion in the example of the apostle Peter. Peter
did not understand the cross and, in fact, he opposed it because he believed
so strongly in the ‘light’ of his own knowledge. When Jesus prophesied that
the disciples would all forsake Him under the pressure of His sufferings, Peter
swore ‘black and blue’ that his own integrity would sustain him through this
trial of faith. He believed in his own righteousness and the strength of his
own conviction.
Peter was captive to an idea of personal righteousness which directed his
emotions and actions. His convictions were focused upon such an obviously
good outcome that he could not see that he was deceived. The good
outcome he sought was that Jesus should re-establish the kingdom of Israel
and free the Jews from Roman rule. Surely this was God’s purpose! After all, it
was prophesied in the Old Testament!
FOR FURTHER STUDY: MARK 8

21

